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Now, why is he [R. Yehudah bar Ila'i] called the first
speaker on all occasions? — For R. Yehudah, R.
Yosi, and R. Shimon were sitting, and Yehudah, a
son of converts, was sitting near them. R. Yehudah
commenced [the discussion] by observing, “How fine
are the works of this [Roman] nation! They have
established marketplaces, they have built bridges,
they have built baths.” R. Yosi was silent. R. Shimon
b. Yohai answered and said, “All that they made, they
made for themselves; they established marketplaces,
to place harlots in them; baths, to pamper themselves;
bridges, to levy tolls for them.”

Yehudah the son of converts went and related their
conversation, which reached the government. They
decreed: Yehudah, who exalted [us], shall be
exalted, Yosi, who was silent, shall be exiled to
Tzippori; Shimon, who disparaged, let him be
executed.

He and his son went and hid themselves in the Beit
Midrash, [and] his wife brought him bread and a mug
of water and they dined. [But] when the decree
became more severe he said to his son, “Women are of
unstable temperament: she may be put to the torture
and expose us.”

So they went and hid in a cave. A miracle occurred and
a carob-tree and a well were created for them. They
would strip their garments and sit up to their necks in
sand. The whole day they studied; when it was time for
prayer they got dressed, covered themselves, prayed,
and then put off their garments again, so that they
should not wear out. Thus they dwelled twelve years in
the cave.

Then Eliyahu came and stood at the entrance to the
cave and exclaimed “Who will inform the son of Yohai
that the emperor is dead and his decree annulled?” So
they emerged. Seeing a man plowing and sowing, they
exclaimed, “They forsake life eternal and engage in
temporal life?!?” Whatever they cast their eyes upon
was immediately burned up. Thereupon a Heavenly
Voice came forth and cried out, “Have you emerged to
destroy My world? Return to your cave!" So they
returned and dwelt there twelve months, saying, “The
punishment of the wicked in Gehennom is twelve
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months.”

A Heavenly Voice then came forth and said, “Go out
from your cave!” They came out of the cave: wherever
R. Eleazar destroyed, R. Shimon healed. Said he to
him, “My son! You and I are sufficient for the world.”

On the eve of the Shabbat before sunset they saw an
old man holding two bundles of myrtle and running at
twilight. “What are these for?” they asked him. “They
are in honor of the Shabbat,” he replied. “But one
should suffice you'?” — “One is for ‘Zachor’ and one
for ‘Shamor™. Said he to his son, “See how precious
are the commandments to Israel.” Thereafter their
minds were settled.

R. Pinchas ben Yair his son-in-law heard [thereof] and
went out to meet him. He [Rav Pinchas] took him into
the baths and massaged his [R’ Shimon’s] flesh. Seeing
the lesions on his [R” Shimon’s] body he [R’ Pinchas]
wept and the tears streamed from his eyes, and he [R’
Shimon] screamed [because the salty tears pained his
flesh — Rashi]. “Woe to me that I see you in such a
state!” he [R’ Pinchas] cried out. “Happy are you that
you see me thus,” he [R’ Shimon] retorted, “for if you
did not see me in such a state you would not find me
thus [learned].” For originally, when R. Shimon ben
Yohai raised a difficulty, R. Pinchas ben Yair would
give him twelve answers, whereas subsequently when
R. Pinchas ben Yair raised a difficulty, R. Shimon ben
Yohai would give him twenty-four answers.

Since a miracle has occurred, said he, let me go and
amend something, for it is written, “And Yaakov came
whole [to the city of Shechem]”, which Rav
interpreted: bodily whole [sound], financially whole,
and whole in his learning. “And he encamped near
[also can be understood as ‘he was gracious to the]
city.”] Rav said: He instituted currency for them.
Samuel said: He instituted markets for them; R.
Yohanan said: He instituted baths for them.

“Is there anything that requires amending?” he [R’
Shimon] asked. There is a place of doubtful
uncleanness, he was informed, and priests have the
trouble of going round it. He said, “Does any man
know that there was a presumption of cleanness
here?” A certain old man replied, Here [R. Yohanan]
ben Zakkai cut down lupines of terumah. So he did
likewise. Wherever it [the ground] was hard he
declared it clean, while wherever it was loose he,
marked it out.
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