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It is likely that when you recite Birkas HaMazon during the 7 days of Sukkos that
you added a special request at its end, like you do on other special occasions.

The conclusion of the four B’rachos of Birkas HaMazon is reached with the
recitation of the words:

1m1on' 7y n721y7?
May Hashem never lessen his blessings to us.

The minhag is to recite many short prayers, each beginning with the word nnan,
The Merciful One, with particular requests following the conclusion of those four
B’rachos. Those requests are standard and are recited consistently.

Farther on, there are individual requests of ann that are added on special days.
On Shabbos we say:
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The Merciful One should give us an inheritance of a day that is totally
Shabbos and restful for eternal life.

On Yom Tov we say:
2210 170W DI 17'NY* RID ANTN
The Merciful One should give us an inheritance of a day that is totally good.
On Rosh Hashanah we say:
:N21271 NAIVYT NIRTN NIWN DK 117V WTN' RIN [ANIN
The Merciful One should give us this year for good and for blessing.
On Rosh Chodesh we say:
121271 NAIVY NTA WTINN NIX 17V TN KIN NN
The Merciful One should give us this new month for good and for blessing.

On Sukkos, whether it is Yom Tov (and then in addition to the Shabbos and/or Yom
Tov additions) or Chol HaMoed, we say:
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The Merciful One should erect and establish for us the falling Sukkah of Dovid
HaMelech.

What is the meaning of the ‘falling Sukkah of Dovid HaMelech’ and what does that
phrase inform us regarding our understanding of the Yom Tov that we are now
observing and celebrating?

We read in Sefer Amos (Perek 9/Posuk 11):
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On that day | Hashem will establish the falling Sukkah of Dovid and | will fence

its breaches and its destroyed parts and | will establish it as it was forever.

It is evident that our prayer that is added during Sukkos is a paraphrase of the
prophetic promise of thousands of years ago and the prayer seeks its fulfillment.

What is the context of that Posuk from Sefer Amos and what is its meaning?

That verse follows a number of harsh P’sukim regarding the punishment of Israel.
We read earlier verses (P’sukim 9-10) there:
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Because behold | Hashem command and | will move the House of Israel
around in all of the nations as that which is moved around and shaken in a
strainer without one piece falling to the ground. All the sinners of My People
will die by the sword - those who say, “He will not bring to us and not advance
upon for us the evil”.

Rashi writes to the verse above:

IO D'PXR 121 N7IRAT DINN XINN DI' X' 07X 7D DNV X2 DK - KINN DI
.N7900 TIT

On that day — After all that will come upon then the day will come, the one
that is prepared for Redemption and on it | will establish the falling Sukkas
Dovid.

To what is the Sukkas Dovid of the verse referring? What is ‘“falling’?



| would think that the answer that comes to mind is that the Posuk is referring to
the Beis HaMikdosh. It had not yet been destroyed at the time of the Novi Amos,
but the predictions of its destruction were not unknown and then, despite the
difficult P’sukim that precede this verse, our Posuk provides promise and hope.

And, it should not be surprising that the Beis HaMikdosh is called Sukkas Dovid,
even though Dovid HaMelech did not build it.

We read in Sefer Sh’muel Il (Perek 2/P’sukim 1-7):

R'2ID DI 7% 790 MR IR 7210 2001 17 0 NN 790 2! D 0l
NI N INYID N AY DR KD (DKL DITIX N2 QY DIR K DK
N2 7% N 02T IR D772 0 Y DD DY 7 2272 WK 73 amn
N7 ' 'PaY7 N7 NIAM NRRD NONRK DD TIT 7K TAY X PRI 7 nKg
700N DRI DT DD TY] DNYAN 7Y 3 DX C'M7YD DY N2 'nay!

PYn 7N

When Dovid HaMelech dwelled in his house and Hashem gave him rest from
his enemies from all around him?, he said to the Prophet Noson, ‘See, please,
| am dwelling in a house of cedar and the Ark of G-d is dwelling within a
curtain.” Noson said to the king, ‘All that is in your heart, go and do because
Hashem is with you.” That night, the Word of G-d came to the Prophet Noson
saying, ‘Go and say to My servant to Dovid, “So says Hashem, Will you build
a house for Me for My dwelling? Because | have not dwelled in a house from

1 The connection between the rest that Dovid had from his enemies and the need to
build the Beis HaMikdosh is already intimated in Parshas R'eh. We read there
(D’vorim Perek 12/P’sukim 10-11):
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You will cross the Jordan River and you will dwell in the land that Hashem
your G-d gives to you as an inheritance and he will give you rest from all of
your enemies around you and you shall dwell in peace. The place that Hashem
your G-d will choose to have His Name dwell there, to there you shall bring all
that I command you: your burnt-offerings and your offerings, and the gifts of
your hand and the choicest of your vows that you will vow to Hashem.

Rashi there and here point out this connection.



the day that | brought B’nei Yisroel up from Egypt and until this day and |

have been going in the Tent and in the Mishkan.

Why does the Novi inform us that the prophecy that Noson HaNovi received came

that very night? Rashi explains:

DTNN (M7 KN N2 WITPN 17 10X K99 12 X1'2N 20 NIX - XINN N'7'72 0
AMNE NN IT'09N 'MXXYNAI D7V MDY XYW KIN NN 178X 1N7wUNn IRY AT
NIN DT 178X JN7WN XY ATH DTXN JNIX [I7'0 21 ,N'AN N1AN NNX X7 17
(2/2%7 0'7nn) 'm 7R XAXR OX 2PV 11AR7 0T DY Yawl TUR nNaY 1Y)

(A1T'09N '"MKXXN] D NWYRY TV NNIY "1'XI OIN 'K N KNY

It was on that night — Rabi Chanina bar Papa said, ‘Hashem said to Noson:
this man [Dovid HaMelech] to whom | am sending you acts with alacrity.
Perhaps he will already have hired workers and then | will be causing him a
loss [if | only inform him tomorrow that he is not to build the Beis
HaMikdosh].

Rabi Si’mon said, [Hashem said to Noson:] “This man to whom | am sending
you is one who takes vows [to strengthen his resolve] as it says, ‘Dovid swore
to Hashem, he vowed to the Mighty One of Yaakov’. Perhaps he will vow
and say, ‘I will not eat and | will not drink until | do this task’ and then | will
be causing him a loss.”

This dedication that Dovid HaMelech had to build the Beis HaMikdosh is
underscored by the promise that Hashem gives him in the verses that follow. Those
verses make it clear that although he was not to build the Beis HaMikdosh
personally, he was not rejected from that task whatsoever. We read (P’sukim 12-

13, 16-17):
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When your days will be filled and you will sleep with your fathers, | Hashem
will establish your seed after you, he who will come out from your loins, and
| will prepare his rule forever.



Your house and your rule are loyal forever before you; your throne will be
ready forever.

According to all of these words and according to all of this vision so did Noson
speak to Dovid.

The dedication that Dovid HaMelech had to build the Beis HaMikdosh is also
expressed by him in Sefer Tehillim. We read (Perek 122/Posuk 1):

72 'N N2 7 DR MNNY TITY NiyRn 'Y
A Song of Ascent of Dovid: | was happy when they said to me, ‘Let us go to

the House of G-d’.

Who said those words to Dovid HaMelech and how could they say them since the
Beis HaMikdosh was not yet built? Rashi explains:
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| was happy when they said to me — | heard people saying, ‘When will that
old man [Dovid] die and his son Shlomo will rule and he will build the Beis
HaMikdosh and we will go up for there for the Shlosh Regolim’. And | was

happy.

And the following segment from Masseches Shabbos that teaches us what occurred
when Shlomo HaMelech dedicated the Beis HaMikdosh will leave us without a
doubt that Sukkas Dovid can certainly be the Beis HaMikdosh even though Dovid
HaMelech didn’t build it.

The Gemara there is interpreting a verse that Shlomo HaMelech said in Sefer
Koheles (Perek 4/Posuk 2). It reads:
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| praise the dead that have already died more than the living who are still
living.

The Gemara (Masseches Shabbos 30 a) writes:
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Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: What is the meaning of the verse, ‘Hashem,
make me a sign of my good and my enemies will see and be shamed’? Dovid
said before HaKodosh Boruch Hu, ‘Master of the Universe- forgive me for that
sin.”®> Hashem said, ‘you are forgiven’. Dovid said, ‘Make a sign of such in my
lifetime.” Hashem said to him, ‘In your lifetime | will not make it be known. In
the life of your son Shlomo, | will make it be known’.
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2 The entire verse reads:
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Make for me a sign of my good so that my enemies will see and be shamed because
You Hashem help me and comfort me.

3 Rashi writes:
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For that sin — of Batsheva.

4 The entire verse reads:
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Who is the Glorious G-d? Hashem Who is powerful and mighty; Hashem the
Mighty One in war.

5 The entire verse reads:
:N70 TDIN M NN NIR..AY N TN M AT XN M

Who is the Glorious G-d? Hashem of the Hosts, He is the Glorious G-d forever.
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When Shlomo built the Beis HaMikdosh he wished to bring the Ark into the
Kodesh HaKedoshim. The gates® stuck one to the other. Shlomo recited twenty-
four songs of praise’ and he wasn’t answered. He opened with and said, ‘Gates,
raise your heads and be lifted up, gates of the world and let the glorious king
enter.” The gates ran after Shlomo and wanted to swallow him up. They said,
‘Who is the Glorious King?’” He said to them, ‘Hashem Who is powerful and
mighty.” He returned and said, ‘Gates, raise your heads, gates of the world, raise
and let the Glorious King enter. Who is the Glorious King? Hashem of Hosts is
the Glorious King forever.” There was no response.

Once Shlomo said, ‘Hashem, G-d, do not turn back [unanswered] the face of
Your anointed one, remember the kindnesses of Dovid Your servant’ — Shlomo
was immediately answered.

At that moment, the faces of all of those who hated Dovid?® turned the color of
the bottom of cooking pots and the entire people and all of Israel knew that
HaKodosh Boruch Hu forgave Dovid for that sin.

Is it not appropriate that Shlomo said, ‘I praise the dead who have already died’?

6 Rashi writes:
D'WYUTPN 'WTR N 7Y - DWW 1T
The gates stuck — those of the Holy of Holies.

7 Rashi writes:
NNYv N7'ON2 01AIMd NI'NN N7'9N NN - NN YAOINI DMWY

Twenty-four songs of praise — Rina is a prayer, a supplication. They are written
in Shlomo’s prayer.

See Melachim I/Perek 8 for the prayers that Shlomo HaMelech offered at the
inauguration of the Beis HaMikdosh.

8 Rashi explains:
2 RXID1,'YNY L 7IRW NNDWN - TIT 'Y

The haters of Dovid — the family of Shaul HaMelech, Shim’i and those like him.



Hopefully, this slew of sources teach us that TIT N2I0 can certainly be understood
to be the Beis HaMikdosh and that when we offer a prayer at the time of Birkas
HaMazon that:

:N'79120 TIT NDIO NX 117 o'y RIn MNn

The Merciful One should erect and establish for us the falling Sukkah of Dovid
HaMelech

that we are praying for the establishment of the Bayis Shlishi — the third and
permanent Beis HaMikdosh.

However, despite this apparently impressive array of proofs from the Novi and
from Chazal regarding the proprietary interest of Dovid HaMelech regarding the
Beis HaMikdosh, when it comes to the verse in Sefer Amos, which is the source for
that prayer in Birkas HaMazon, the commentaries and Chazal understood it
differently.

Let us revisit that Posuk:
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On that day | Hashem will establish the falling Sukkah of Dovid and | will fence
its breaches and its destroyed parts and | will establish it as it was forever.

The Targum renders TIT NJIO as:
TIT DT XNIDMN
The dynasty of the House Dovid:

Rashi does not disagree. We saw the first part of Rashi earlier where he writes that
after all the destruction that was foretold in the earlier verses there in Sefer Amos.
Rashi has there has an additional segment that reads:
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| Hashem will establish the falling Sukka of Dovid. Targum Yonatan rendered
it “the dynasty of the House of Dovid’.



In Masseches Sanhedrin (96 a) Chazal also understood this phrase in the same way
— a reference to the Davidic Dynasty and not to the Beis HaMikdosh. We read
there:
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Rav Nachman said to Rabi Yitzchak, “Did you hear when the ‘son of the one
who falls” is coming?” He said to him, “Who is ‘the son of the one who falls’?”
He said, ‘The Moshiach.” [He said], ‘Do you call Moshiach the son of one
who falls?” He said, ‘Yes, as it is written, “on that day | will establish the
falling Sukkah of Dovid.”

There are certainly many questions to raise, with the hope that we will know how
to make headway into gaining some clarity about the Posuk in Sefer Amos, about
this Gemara in Masseches Sanhedrin and about the Yom Tov of Sukkos.

Thus, the true p’shat of the verse in Amos and the meaning of our prayers in Bircas
HaMazon are referring to the restoration of Beis Dovid.

Nonetheless, clarification is necessary.

Certainly the term ‘Sukkah’ could be understood to refer to the Beis HaMikdosh, as
we saw conclusively earlier and there are examples that demonstrate that
assumption.

On Shabbos and Yom Tov, the bracha of Hashkiveinu concludes:
D29 2u1 IR D v 12'2v DI NdIo wNion

Hashem spreads out a Sukkah of peace upon us, upon all of Israel and upon
Yerushalayim.

How do we know that this Bracha specifically refers to the Beis HaMikdosh and not
to a general concept of Hashem’s benevolent protection?

The Mishnayos in the fourth Perek of Maseches B’rachos (4-5) teach us regarding
the appropriate posture to have and direction to face when reciting the Amida:
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If one is riding on a donkey, he should go down from it [and then recite the
Amida]. If he cannot go down, he should turn his face [towards the Beis
HaMikdosh]. If he cannot turn his face, he should direct his heart to the place
of the Kodesh Kodoshim. If he was sitting on a boat or in a wagon or on a

raft, he should direct his heart towards the Kodesh Kodoshim.
The Gemara Yerushalmi there (Halachah 5) expands upon those Mishnayos:
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9 The entire verse reads:
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They will return to You with all of their heart and with all of their soul in the
land of their enemies that captured them and they will pray to You by way of
their Land that You gave to their forefathers; the city that You chose and the
House that I built for Your Name.

10 The entire verse reads:
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When Your People will go out to war against its enemy, in the way that You
will send them, they will pray to You by way of the city that You chose and the
House that I built for Your Name.

11 The entire verse reads:
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You will hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your People Israel who
will pray towards this Place and You will hear; to the Place of Your dwelling,
to the Heavens; and You will hear and You forgive.
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Those who are in Chutz LaAretz turn their faces towards Eretz Yisroel. Why?
Shlomo HaMelech said in his Tefila>: They shall pray to You by way of their
land that You gave to their forefathers’. Those who are standing in prayer in
Eretz Yisroel turn their face towards Yerushalayim. Why? Shlomo HaMelech
said in his prayer, ‘They should pray to you by way of the city that You chose’.
Those who are standing in prayer in Yerushalayim turn their faces towards
Har HaBayis as it says, ‘The House that | Shlomo built for Your Name’. Those
who are standing in prayer on Har HaBayis turn their faces towards the
Kodesh Kodoshim. Why? Shlomo HaMelech said in his prayer, ‘They shall
pray towards this place and You will hear; towards the base of Your dwelling,
towards the heavens and You will hear and You will forgive.’

12 The entire verse reads:
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I will bring them to My Holy Mountain and I will make them happy in My
House of Prayer; their burnt-offerings and their offerings will be pleasing upon
My altar because My House will be a House of Prayer for all the nations.

13 The entire verse reads:
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The House was forty amos; the sanctuary before Me.

14 The entire verse reads:
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Like the Tower of Dovid, your neck is built very high; the elef ha’'mogen shield
1s hanging upon it; all of the rulers of the mighty.

15 All of the verses from the eighth Perek of Melachim I are from the Tefila that
Shlomo HaMelech recited at the inauguration and dedication of the Beis HaMikdosh.



The result is that all of Israel prays to one place. That is what the verse
means: ‘Because My House will be called a House of Prayer for all of the
Peoples?®.

Rabi Yehoshua ben Levi says, [that is what the verse means:] ‘That is the
Heichal-Sanctuary 011971 197 , inward and inward D219 D290, It is the
sanctuary toward which all faces turn to it.

These verses are relevant while the Beis HaMikdosh was standing. What is
the status when it is destroyed? Rabi Avun said, ‘It is built to high places’ —
[even when it is] a "N, a remnant?’, all mouths pray for it.

16 The ‘peoples’ in this verse, according to this Yerushalmi, refers to the shevatim of
Israel, not to non-Jewish nations.

We find that such a terminology is appropriate for the Shevatim based on the Posuk
in Parshas Vayechi. We read there the words of Yaakov Ovinu to Yosef (B'reishis
Perek 48/Posuk 4):
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Hashem said to me, ‘Behold I will cause you to be fruitful and multiply and I
will place you as a congregation of nations and I will this land to your seed
after you as an everlasting possession.

Rashi writes:
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1 will place you as a congregation of nations — Hashem announced to me that
in the future there will come out from me another congregation and nations.
And even though Hashem told me earlier that there will be a ‘nation and a
congregation of nations’, there the term goi, nation, referred to Binyamin and
‘congregation of nations’ means an additional two, besides Binyamin. And I
had [only] one more son [Binyamin]. That taught me that in the future, one of
my sons will be divided into two shevatim and now I am giving that gift to you.

Thus we see that ‘nations’ can refer to B'nei Yisroel exclusively.

17 Regarding the Ir HaNidachas — the city destroyed because of idolatry, we read
(D’vorim Perek 13/Posuk 17):
NNILAPY.LX N7 799 2779 73 YWD DX UKL N9IYI NN iR 7R Yapn a7y 7 Nyl

STiy N)an X7 oYy m



We find this Halachah also stated in the B’rachos of Birkas HaMazon, of Krias
Shema, and the Amida. In Birkas HaMazon we say: ‘He builds Yerushalayim’.
In the Amida we say-‘He builds Yerushalayim’.

In the Brachos of Krias Shema we say: ‘He spreads His Sukkah of peace over
us and over His People Israel and over Yerushalayim.’

The Yerushalmi makes it most clear — the Sukkah of Peace, at least, refers to the
Beis HaMikdosh.

A similar proof can be adduced from a number of verses in Sefer Tehillim. We read
there (Perek 76/P’sukim 1-3):
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For the conductor on the Neginos-instrument, a psalm of Asaf, a song. G-d is
known in Yehuda, in Israel His Name is great. His Sukkah was in Shalem, His
dwelling in Zion.

Radak explains:
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For the conductor...G-d is known in Yehuda — this psalm is said regarding
Milchemes Gog U’Mogog [at the end of days].

You shall gather all of its spoils into the middle of the city’s main street and
you shall burn it in fire, the city and all of its spoils, completely, for Hashem
your G-d; it shall be an everlasting pile; it shall never be built again.

Thus, nIroYn YN can be understood as meaning ‘a destroyed place that people [still]

face.



The verse states that then He will be known in Yehuda, the place where the
king resides.

Shalem refers to Yerushalayim as it is written, ‘Malkitzedek, King of Shalem.
This refers to Shem, son of Noach, who called that city Shalem. Avraham
called the Beis HaMikdosh Yirah —He will see — as it says, ‘Avraham called the
name of that place, Hashem Yireh’

Hashem said, ‘If | call that places Shalem, like Shem named it, | will void the
words of Avraham. If | call it Yireh like Avraham called it, | will nullify the
words of Shem. Hashem [therefore] called it Yerushalayim as it says in
Midrash Shocher Tov.

Here, too, ‘Sukkah’ in the context of Shalem, similar to Shalom, refers to the Beis
HaMikdosh.

We have learned that the term Sukkah, by itself, can be used in reference to the
Beis HaMikdosh and in reference to Beis Dovid — the Davidic dynasty.

At the same time we have learned when the term Sukkah is coupled together with
the term Shalom, or one of its variations, it refers exclusively to the Beis
HaMikdosh.

When the term Sukkah is coupled with the words Dovid and no’fe’les —falling, it
refers to the Davidic dynasty exclusively.

And, thus, we are confronted with two basic questions.

First, why is the term Sukkah a symbolization for both the Beis HaMikdosh and for
Beis Dovid?

Secondly, why does the phrase Sukkas shalem refer uniquely to the Beis HaMikdosh
and the phrase Sukkas Dovid ha’no’fe’les refer uniquely to the David dynasty?

Certainly the term Sukkah is an expression of frailty and weakness. The Halachic
definition of a Sukkah is a 'vIX N1'T, a temporary or makeshift dwelling?®.

18 For a concise explanation of this concept of 'vax n1'71, see Mishnah Brurah to Siman
633 (s'if koton 3) who writes:
[2'Va 'R DT NDIOT
For the fulfilment of the Mitzvah of Sukkah, a temporary dwelling is required.



And, in fact, frailty is the objective nature of all of Creation. Rambam writes at the
beginning of Mishneh Torah (Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah Perek 1/Halachos 1, 3):
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The fundamental and foundational principle and the pillar that supports all
types of wisdom is to know that there is an Original Being and He gives
existence to all that exists and all that exists from the Heavens to the earth,
and that which is between them, only exist because of the inherent veracity
of His existence.
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If one would raise the thought that nothing exists besides Him, He alone
exists. His existence is not nullified by the nullification of all other forms of
existence. This is because all that exists is dependent upon Him and He,
Boruch Hu, does not need them, or any of them. Therefore the veracity of
His existence is not like the veracity of any of them.

All is frail; all could cease to exist and therefore the term Sukkah is appropriate to
be used in a context in which there is a desire to express frailty.

The Beis HaMikdosh is a gift from G-d. The gift is that His Shechinah, His Presence,
is in our presence. That is the promise of the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdosh as we
read in Parshas Terumah (Sh’mos Perek 25/Posuk 8):
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They shall make for Me a Sanctuary and | will dwell in their midst.

Mishnah Brurah explains the source for this concept there in Sha’ar HaTziyun (s'if
koton 4):
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Since the Torah writes, ‘You shall sit (¢ezshvu) in Sukkos for seven days’ which
implies ‘leave the permanent dwelling and sit in a temporary dwelling.” And
this is based on the use of the word tersh’vu instead of to'duru.



But, as Rambam has just written, since Hashem is completely independent of us,
there is no guarantee that His dwelling in our midst will be permanent. And the
Torah makes it very clear that the Beis HaMikdosh has no independent existence.

We read in the Tochecha of Sefer Vayikro (Perek 26/Posuk 31):
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I will make your cities into destruction and | will make your Sanctuaries
desolate; | will not favor your Korbonos.

Beis Dovid, the Davidic dynasty, as well has no independent existence. In the very
prayer that Shlomo HaMelech offered at the dedication of his Beis HaMikdosh, he
beseeches HaKodosh Boruch in this very regard.

We read there (Melachim | Perek 8/Posuk 25):
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Now, Hashem G-d of Israel, guard for your servant my father, Dovid, to whom
You spoke saying: No man who sits on the throne of Israel will be cut off from
you from before Me as long as your sons guard their path to go before Me
like you Dovid have gone before Me.

There is no unconditional guarantee for the rule of Dovid and his family. That
dynasty has no independent existence; it is frail. It is a Sukkah.

Now that we understand how the term ‘Sukkah’ alone is equally appropriate for
the Beis HaMikdosh and for Beis Dovid, let us try and understand why Sukkas
Shalem refers to the Beis HaMikdosh and why Sukkas Dovid haNofeles refers to
Beis Dovid.

Unquestionably, Sukkas Shalem is a far more positive term than is Sukkas Dovid
haNofeles. The former speaks about wholeness and completion; the latter
indicates weakness and instability.

However, on the surface it would certainly seem to be more appropriate to have
the term n791, falling, refer to the Beis HaMikdosh more than the term obw, full or
complete. Our Beis HaMikdosh has fallen; it is far from complete.



But a below-the surface inspection may reveal that our perceptions are shallow and
not sufficiently penetrating.

We learn in Masseches Rosh Hashanah (31 a):
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Rav Yehuda bar E’di said in the name of Rabi Yochanan: The Shechinah
traveled ten times [Rashi — to remove itself from Israel, a little each time,
when they sinned]. We learn this from various P’sukim?°. The Shechinah
traveled from the Kapores [on top of the Aron HaKodesh] to one of the
Keruvim and from there to the other one of the Keruvim. From there it
traveled to the entrance of the Heichal. From there it traveled to the Chatzer
and from the Chatzer to the Altar. It traveled from the Altar to the roof of the
Beis HaMikdosh and from the roof to the walls and from the walls to the city
of Yerushalayim. It left the city and went to the mountain and from the
mountain to the wilderness and from the wilderness it went up and dwelled
in its place [in Heaven] as it says: | Hashem will go and will return to My Place.

Undoubtedly, Chazal tell us here that besides the falling of the physical Beis
HaMikdosh, its spiritual basis fell as well.

But, in the Midrash Sh’mos Rabba (Parshata 2/2) we find that what we learned in
Masseches Rosh Hashanah is not the opinion of all of our Chachamim.

We read:

19 The entire verse reads:
MNNY! DY X2 19 YR NYR WX TY Mipn X NUX 7R
I Hashem will go and will return to My Place until they will recognize] that
they are guilty; they will seek My Face when it is difficult for them and will
free Me.

20 The Gemara in its continuation brings the sources for each of the ‘travels’.
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21 The entire verse reads:
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Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness; all the earth, be silent before Him!

In fact there is another verse, in Sefer Tehillim (Perek 11/Posuk 4) that has the same
words. It reads:
DTN 121202 1'9YDY TN! 17'Y IXQD DMWY N YT 72'd2 'n
Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness; Hashem’s throne is in the heavens
[but] His eyes see; His eyelids will test people.

It seems that the Midrash is most likely referring to the verse in Chavakuk and not
the one in Tehillim. First, the notes there write that that is its source. [However,
such is not necessarily conclusive. In fact, when the Midrash brings this quote again,
a few words later, the note there says Tehillim!]

Secondly, based on Rashi’s commentary in Chavakuk, that makes that verse a better
fit than the one in Tehillim. He writes there:
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Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness — Prepared to deliver punishment.
All the earth, be silent before Him — the word on implies quiet, the silence of
destruction.

22 The entire verse reads:
N7UN 752 ind'7 IR DN DMYA N
Hashem prepared His throne in the Heavens and His reign rules over all.

23 The note to the Midrash cites this verse from Divrei HaYamim that reads in its
entirety:
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[Hashem spoke to Shlomo following the inauguration of the Beis HaMikdosh
and the prayer that Shlomo HaMelech recited:] Now I have chosen and
sanctified this House to be for My Name there forever and My Eyes and My
Heart will be there all of the days.

The very same words that this Midrash quotes are also found in Hashem’s response
to the prayer of Shlomo HaMelech in Sefer Melachim and that verse reads (Melachim
I Perek 9/Posuk 3):
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This is what it says, ‘Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness. Rabi Shmuel
bar Nachman said, ‘Until the Beis HaMikdosh was destroyed, the Shechinah
was dwelling in it, as it says, ‘Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness’.
When the Beis HaMikdosh was destroyed, the Shechinah departed from it
and went up to the heavens as it says, ‘Hashem prepared His throne in the
heavens.’

Rabi Eliezer says, the Shechinah did not move away from the Sanctuary as it
says, ‘My Eyes and My Heart will be there.” And so it says, ‘My voice | will
call to Hashem; He will answer me from His holy mountain forever’ — even
though the Beis HaMikdosh has been destroyed, it retains its sanctity. Come
and see what Koresh said. “to G-d Whois in Yerushalayim”. He said to Israel,
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Hashem said to Shlomo, ‘I heard your prayer and your supplication that you
supplicated before Me; I sanctified this House that you built to place My Name
there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there all of the days.

I do not know why the note referred the quotation from the Midrash to Sefer Divrer
HaYamim instead of to Sefer Melachim.

24 The entire verse reads:
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[Koresh proclaimed:] Who within you from all of His People, may His G-d be
with him and he will ascend to Yerushalayim that is in Judea and he will build
the House of Hashem, the G-d of Israel; He is the G-d Who is in Yerushalayim.

25 The entire verse reads:
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My beloved [Hashem] is like the deer or like the young of the deer; behold He
1s standing in back of our wall; watching from the windows, peeking for the
crevices.



‘Even though the Beis HaMikdosh has been destroyed, He has not moved
from there.’

Rabi Acha said, ‘The Shechinah has never departed from the western wall of
the Beis HaMikdosh as it says, ‘Behold He is standing in back of our wall’.

The Midrash expresses the same opinion that we learned in Masseches Rosh
Hashanah and also brings two opposing opinions that state that the Shechinah
never departed at all from the area of the Beis HaMikdosh or that it departed only
partially and is still there to a large degree.

Of course, when we view this dispute among Chazal and the various P’sukim that
seem to be paradoxical, we are in no position to express an opinion about that
which is correct or incorrect.

Furthermore, while the question is tantalizing, at first it appears that it is one of
historical interest and related to ‘current affairs’. Does this dispute have any
practical bearing upon our behavior? It might seem that it has no bearing
whatsoever. Our Beis HaMikdosh has been destroyed; where Hashem places His
Presence is His decision.

If the above does indicate our sense, we may be very wrong.
Rambam writes in Hilchos Beis HaBechira (Perek 6/Halachos 14-15):
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How did the place of the Beis HaMikdosh and Har HaBayis and Yerushalayim
[in its borders then] become sanctified? They were sanctified with the
original sanctification of Shlomo HaMelech when he sanctified the Azara and
Yerushalayim at that time and forever.

Therefore we can nowadays offer all of the Korbonos, even though the Beis
HaMikdosh isn’t built and we can eat the Korbonos that have the highest
sanctity in all of the area of the Azara, even though it is destroyed and is not



encompassed by its walls. We can eat Kodshim Kalim, the Korbonos with
lesser sanctity, in all of Yerushalayim [of that time] and Maaser Sheini in all
of Yerushalayim [of that time] even though there are no walls surrounding
and demarcating Yerushalayim [of that time] because the original sanctity
was for its time and sanctified forever?®.

Maharsham in his Teshuvos (Chelek 4/66) explains that the Rambam here is
supporting the opinion that the Shechinah never departed the Beis HaMikdosh.
Although the physical edifice was destroyed, its spiritual nature was no diminished.

The dispute among our sages has very practical applications and Rambam has
clearly decided which opinion we follow?’.

Thus, Rambam teaches us that the spiritual nature of the Beis HaMikdosh, of the
Yerushalayim of yesteryear, remains Shalem, complete.

And thus Sukkas Shalom most definitely refers to the Beis HaMikdosh that has
retained its sanctity completely; it is not nofe’les in its spirituality.

On the other hand, Beis Dovid did not retain its rule. With the destruction of the
first Beis HaMikdosh, the dynasty of the descendants of Dovid HaMelech ceased to
function as monarchs. Its activities concluded.

One might ask then, why does the Posuk refer to that dynasty as n'7on, ‘falling’,
wouldn’t it have been more accurate to call it ‘The Sukkah that fell’? Why is it
termed ‘falling’ as if the process has not yet been completed?

The answer to that question is found in Parshas Vayechi when we read the B’rachos
that Yaakov Ovinu gave to Yehuda, the progenitor of Dovid HaMelech.

We read there (B’reishis Perek 49/Posuk 10):

26 In his continuation (Halachah 16) Rambam explains why the rest of Eretz Yisroel
did not retain its sanctity from the time of Shlomo HaMelech.

27 Ra’avad there argues with Rambam and the Maharsham says that Ra’avad decided
the Halachah based on the opinion that the Shechinah departed from the entire Beis
HaMikdosh and its environs and ascended to the Heavens.

Thus, these great Poskim saw the opinions of Chazal in this matter as having great
Halachic impact.
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The ruling scepter shall not turn away from Yehuda, the rule of law from
between his legs; until Shiloh, Moshiach, will come and he will gather the
nations to him.

Rashi writes there:
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The ruling scepter shall not turn away from Yehuda — beginning with Dovid
and continuing. This refers to the Exilarchs in Bovel who ruled the people
harshly. They were appointed by the [non-Jewish] kings there.
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The rule of law from between his legs — this are the students referring to the
Nesi’im, heads of Israel, in Eretz Yisroel.
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Until Shilo comes — Melech HaMoshiach to whom the reign will be his.

Unlike the status of the site of the Beis HaMikdosh, Har HaBayis and the ancient
borders of Yerushalayim that retained their sanctity, the Davidic Dynasty has not
retained its status. No longer are here are kings, nesi’im or exilarchs.

However, that status of Beis Dovid is not permanent. The House of Dovid has not
fallen and terminated. Rather, it is Nofeles, in a state of descent, but not one of
dissolution. It will be restored. That is the promise of Yaakov Ovinu and such is
part of our Amida when we say:
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The shoot of Dovid Your servant, cause it to grow quickly and his horn of
anointing should be raised at Your salvation because we are hoping for Your
salvation all of the day. We bless You, Hashem, Who cause the horn of
salvation to grow.



The Yom Tov of Sukkos is a time when we remember that the only true protection
that we have comes from the Ribbono Shel Olom.

The Yom Tov of Sukkos is a time when our focus is on our frailty and that, despite
our requisite hishtadlus,:
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We can only depend on G-d in Heaven.

It is not only that we cannot depend upon others. Dovid HaMelech has warned us
of that in his Sefer Tehilim (Perek 146/P’sukim 3-4):
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Do not believe in those who are generous, in man who has no salvation. His
spirit will depart him; he will return to his ground; on that day his thoughts
are lost.

We cannot even depend upon ourselves! That fact is something that we have all
learned about ourselves as time goes by.

But, Hashem has promised us two structures, one physical and one of man, that
are to assist us in this world, to guide us, to give us strength and hope: the Beis
HaMikdosh and Beis Dovid.

We must acknowledge the everlasting sanctity that is in our midst in Yerushalayim
and pray for its physical rebuilding. We must sense that we are lacking Beis Dovid
and pray for its free-fall to stop and for its reestablishment.

If we find ourselves removed in our thinking and our sincere aspirations from the
prayers for rebuilding the Beis HaMikdosh and the coming of Moshiach and the
return of Davidic rule over us, then we can allow our time in the Sukkah to
reinvigorate our spirit and engender the recognition of the Divine plan that will
bring us, our families, Klal Yisroel and the entire world to a state of happiness,
peace and tranquillity that we have not yet known.

And then we be privileged to fulfil the verse that is recited daily this week, at the
end of the Hoshanos. It is the verse that Shlomo HaMelech, he who was the initial



representation of the Davidic dynasty and the builder of the Beis HaMikdosh,
recited (Melachim | Perek 8/Posuk 60):

In order that all the peoples of the land will know that Hashem is G-d; there
is none other.

May Hashem grant us that knowledge in our minds and in our hearts.
Chag Sameach

Shabbat Shalom

Rabbi Pollock



