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amount because we are m&mﬂ.:mbm the mitzva d'oraysa at that point. Second, the
Mishna Berura (477:1) quotes from earlier sources that the custom is to eat

two kezeisim for the aftkoman. Thus, we should double the 7x2 measurement
to 7x4.

The Shulchan Aruch (475:1) quotes in the name of the Rosh that one
should eat two kezeisim for the first matza eaten at the seder. Two brachos are
recited over this matza — HaMotzi and A Achilas Matza. For the purposes of
the bracha of HaMotzi, eating a small bite of matza is sufficient; the bracha of
Al Achilas Matza demands that one eat 1 kezayis of matza. However, there js
a machlokes regarding which matza this kezayis should be taken from, While
some maintain that the kezayis of matza should be taken from the top matza,
others maintain that it should be taken from the middle matza. The Mishna
Berura (475:9) explains that as a result of this safek, the Rosh recommends
that one eat a kezayis from both the top matza and the middle matza in order

vo fulfill both opinions.

Although the Mishna Berura questions the validity of this idea, the
practice is to follow this recommendarion of the Shulchan Aruch. Eop&&qmﬁ
this is clearly only a minhag; it is not even a Rabbinic requirement, There
is therefore no obligation to eat a double shiyr of the larger calculation of
a kezayis. No one says that one has to eat a piece of matza measuring 7x8
inches for the first matza! Rather, one can certainly rely on the smaller cal-

culation of the kezayis for the putposes of this halacha and eat a double shigr
of the smaller calculation.

Thus, if one eats a 7x4 inch piece of matza, he accomplishes two halachic
goals. First, this is the amount of matza that one must eat in order to fulfill the
mitzva according to the stricrer opinion, which we follow for mitzvos d'oraysa.
Second, this quantity is the equivalent of a double portion of the smaller mea-

surement, fulfilling the minbag of the Rosh as quoted by the Shulchan Aruch.?

Rav Dovid Feinstein shlit"s (Kol Dodi Haggada 14:3) and others (see
Halichos Shlomo, Pesach 9:40, Dvar Halacha 76) note that in practice, most
people do not fulfill the recommendation of the Rosh and Shulchan Aruch, At

most sedarim, the three matzos are placed in front of the head of household
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In order to fulfill the mitzva of eating matza at the seder, one must eat a
kezayis, However, there is a machlokes among the Acharonim regarding the

proper measurement of a kezayis.

The Shulchan Aruch rules (486:1) that a kezayis is the volume of half a
kebeitza. Thus, in order to determine the volume of a kezayis, we must first
determine the volume of an egg. The volume of an egg is approximately 2 oz,
Therefore, the standard view is that a kezayis is approximately 1 oz. However,
other Acharonim maintain that the eggs with which Chazal measured were
nearly twice as large as the eggs nowadays. According to this view, a kebeitza

is 4 0z. and a kezayis is approximately 2 oz.

According to the measurements of Rav Shimon Eider (Halachos of Pesach,
pp- 241-243) and Rav Mandelbaum (Halaylah HaZeh, p- 20), in order to eat
the equivalent of 1 0z., one must eat 1/3 of 2 machine matza (a piece of ap-
proximarely 7x2 inches). If a kezayis is 2 oz., then one must eat the equivalent

of 2/3 of a machine matza (7x4 inches) in order to fulfill the mitzva,

The Mishna Berura rules (486:1) that with regard to this machlokes, we
should follow the principle of safek d'oraysa lechumra, safek derabbanan lekula,
Regarding mitzvos d’oraysa, we must be strict and ear the larger amount, Re-
garding mitzvos derabbanan, however, we can rely on the smaller size, The
first matza that we eat at the seder (during Motzi Matza) is eaten to fulfill the
mitzva d'oraysa of achilas matza. We are therefore machmir to eat the larger
measurement (7x4 inches). The second time we eat matza at the seder is for
Korech, which is a derabbanan requirement, and we therefore can eat a smaller

piece of matza (7x2 inches).!

For the afikoman, the common practice is to eat the larger quantity. This
is for two reasons. First, some poskim maintain that one fulfills the mitzva
d'oraysa of eating matza specifically by eating the afikoman, not the first
matza at the seder. According to that view, we should be strict to eat the larger

2.0
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Halachic Insights

Rav Margolin writes as follows (Kuntres Shiur Kezayis):
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The March of Centuries: From Mitzrayim to Moshiach

These halachos of repeating the brachos apply only if one speaks between the brachos and the
beginning of the eating of the matza. If one has already started eating, then although he cer-
tainly should not talk, if he does speak before finishing eating the matzg,

he would not need
to repeat the brachos. Once one has begun the mitzva,

the problem of hefsek is less severe,

1 See Tosfos, Pesachim 116a, and Kol Dodi Haggada 15:23,

Holding the Matzos During the Brachos

1 The poskim debate arelated point. Matza is referred to as “my ant,”
is that it is bread over which we tell the story, We saw earlier
to leave the matza uncovered during Maggid, Therefore, wm\mnmam that ideally one should
fulfill the mitzva of achilas matza with matza that was on'the table during Maggid, As a
result, some poskim maintain that the exrra matza that will be used to supplement the pieces
distributed by the ba’al babayis should be on the table during Maggid. Rav Vozner shlit’s
and Rav Schachter shlit’a suggest to follow this hiddur. Rav Nevenzahl shlit’a
not makpid on this at his seder. He holds thar it is enou
from the matza that was on the table during Maggid.

and one explanation
that is why we have the custom

, however, is
gh if even some of the kezayis is eaten

nns

1 See the Kol Dodi Haggada 14:11, Rav Eider's Ha

lachos of Pesach, ch. 21, n. 108, and
Hilehos Chag B’Chag, ch. 16, end of n. 7.

2 See the Kol Dodi Haggada 14:3, 11; Halichos Shlomo, Pesach, ch. 9, Dvar Halacha 17 and
77; HaSeder HaAruch 79:4, 7; and Guidelines #289, 491,

3 There is another view that is much more lenient. Ray Hadar Margolin is one of the lead-
ng experts in the world regarding the topic of measurements and the shiur of a kezayis. He
quotes many sources — including Rav Chaim of Volozhin and the
gest that mei’ikar ha'din, if one eats the volume of 2 present-
of matza. Obviously, a present-

Avnei Neizer — that sug-
day olive, he fulfills the mitzva
day olive is significantly smaller than the volume of half an
¢gg! The amount of matza equivalent to the volume of 2 present day olive is approximately
15x2.5 inches. Rav Margolin quotes from Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ztz”l that some-
one who is sick-or has difficulry eating matza is allowed to eat this smal

ler quantity at the
seder and he may recite the bracha of Al Achilas Matza.

Rav Margol

in points out that even if one eats the generally accepted amounts of 7x4 and 7x2
nches of matza, it is important to be aware that mei

‘tkar ba'din, one can follow this smaller
shiur. People sometimes become ver

y nervous about eating the larger amounts in the short
time of k’dei achilas pras, and this can ruin one's simchas Yom Tov,

anexample of a chumra that leads to a kuls,
point. A 12 year old girl had difficulty eatin
atthe seder. After a few minutes, when her
her the time was up and st

Rav Margolin says this is
and he tells the following story to illustrate the
g the amount of matza her father had given her
father noticed she hadn't eaten enough, he told

he had to start again from scratch. It was nearly impossib]
toeach so much matza. Ray Margolin said that a case like this w

Zalman's guidelines. This girl would be able to rel
Margolin and approved by the gedolei haposkim.

e for her
ould faliunder Rav Shlomo
v on the smaller shiur suggested by Rav
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Tre Minimum SIZE OF THE Arsa Kosos

hold at least a revi’is

d for the arba kosos must

Il agree that each cup use

(Sh kw_q umu._ wch 472:9), but there is a majot machlokes among the Acharonim

Shulchan Ar :9), e

regarding just how large a revi'is is. R
i'fs 1 ; is the

The word My means ‘a Fourch;” a revi’is is 1/4 of a lug W ug .

N a revi’is is the volume of 1.5 eggs. The volume o

i'is i i nces, or
A revi'is is therefore 3 fluid cunces,

h. Others say that the average egg
is therefore

or 150 ml. In-

volume of 6 eggs. Thus,

average Grade A large egg is 2 ounces.
This 1 siew of Ray Chaim Nae! :
et Gy ¢ than our eggs today, and a revi

i B sas large
che time of Chazal was larg 9 _.
. h bigger. The Chazon Ish holds that a revi’is is 5.1 fl. 02 g
i he gematria of D1 is 86 and the gematria of [ T3 is 150:
t
the minhag ha'olam is to assume the small-
). The Mishna Berura (486:1)
zvos doraysa, as safek

terestingly,

The Mishna Berura writes that

er size for a revi'is (see the Bi'ur Halacha 271 : :

rules that che larger size vevi'is should be used oam_s.* e

d'oraysa lechumra, but the smaller size BNM r.m pmMn_nM”.n:H-M:w e

{ vabbanan lekula. The four cups ob wine thal : e
MMHMNN obligations. Therefore, Mishna Berura, at th

la use a cup that holds 3 fl. oz. .

shiur for a revi’is as being 3.3 fl. oz.

ein ztz”l, but

according to the

one may [chatchi i

] 1 he smaller

Many seforim quote t g

d of 3 fl. oz. This view is attributed to Rav Mashe Feinst S
. Iy In the original printing of the Kol Dodi Hagg:

her, Rav Moshe, warn:& thar

this is actually an error.
me Omn an

Rav Dovid Feinstein shlit"a wrote that his fat Beviary
hould nse Grade A large eggs to measure the size 0 s
ne s ; ‘ ‘ B4y .
: because the overwhelming majority of eggs nowadays u‘wn
i such an eggis 2.2 oz.
] 1d that the volume of suc g :
?\HoL_nmEMu Wo ”Qw: is 3.3 [l, oz. However, when Rav Pinchos Bodne
uded that 2 E ;

concl =
3

d he therefore

sk

The March of Centuries: From Miczrayim to Moshiach

shlit"a published his book on the halachos of kezayis around rwelve years ago,
he measured everything very carefully and discovered that the volume of a
Grade A large egg is not 2.2 oz., but actually just under 2 oz, Rav Bodner
contacted Rav Dovid Feinstein and asked him abour the 2.2 0z. measure-
ment, which appears to go against the actual measurement. Rav Dovid re-
sponded (Halachos of Kezayis, P+ 24, n. 24): "My father and teacher ztz’]
did not measure the eggs himself. His chiddush was that we should use the
Grade A large eggs. It was racher a talmid who did the actual measuring, If
your measurement is more precise, then that is the correct measurement of
an egg” In other words, Rav Dovid changed his mind and now agrees that
the volume of an egg is 2 oz., and a revi’is is 3 fl, oz. even according to Rav
Moshe ziz"1. In subsequent editions of the Kol Dodi Haggada, the reference

o 3.3 fl. 0z. has been removed.

In other publications with which Rav Dovid is connected, the measure-
ment is also given as 3 fl. oz. For example, 2 pamphlet of halachos for the
seder published in 2008 by Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim states, “The arba
kosos and the Kiddush cup, except on Friday night and for Havdals, must
be at least 3 fl. 0z.” Thus, as of the writing of the kezayis book, Rav Moshe
cannot be cired as a source for the opinion of 3.3 fl. oz.! Therefore, balacha

I'ma‘aseh, one is allowed I'chatchila to use a 3 fl. oz, cup at the seder.

However, the Mishua Berura maintains (Bi'ur Halacha 271) that if the
leil haseder falls our on Friday night, one should be machmir to use a cup
that holds at least the volume of 2 eggs, or 4 fl. oz., for the first kos, the kos
of Kiddush. Ideally, he writes, the kos should hold 5.1 fl. oz. This is because
the mitzva of Kiddush on Friday night is d'oraysa, although the requirement
ta recite it over wine is only miderabbanan. The Mishna Berura writes (271:2)
that Kiddush on Yom Tov is derabbanan, Therefore, the common practice is
that if the leil haseder does not fall our on Shabbos, one may use a3 fl. oz, cup

for the firse kos as well.?

kosos.
the e:
he is
majo
majo
ifac
arevi
revi’i
safek
probl
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Hos,
thae

deha, Shay
na Berura holds ir s only
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Haggada 2:5, Ry,

Mo

Nevenzahl explained
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Aruch, vol. 4, p. 249, Rav Dovid there presengs the K-

of Pesach, p. 229, Kol Dodi
Pesack, p. 48, Yerushalayim Be
rura Dirshu 472 #31. Rav
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shna Be
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y the first cu
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isas 3 fl. 0z. and not 3.3,
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b Moshe Haggada, w
states that Rav

shared this new information.
mra to have the larger shiur and not mei
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